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Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and 
walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. 

For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who 
mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and 

calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 

 
WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. You are invited to join with us as we seek to be God's loving community for all 
who enter here.  You are received as a friend . . . 
• just as you are, created by God. 
• whatever your color, culture and customs, your age, abilities, sexual orientation or gender identity.  
• wherever circumstances find you… in the midst of change or challenge or pain, in need of strength and hope, or in search 

of spiritual fullness and friendship. 
• whether you are a new visitor or an old friend, have no church home, have doubts or do not believe, or want to follow 

Christ and pursue peace and justice in Christ's name. 
You are embraced as an expression of the diversity and beauty of the creation God has given us.  
You are welcome here! 
 

The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our congregation is growing.   
Please welcome our youngest brothers and sisters and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩
PRELUDE    An Epiphany Prelude for Flute and Organ 

Arr. Charles Callahan, b. 1951 

©1992 MorningStar Music Publishers 

Geoffrey Burnaford, flute, and Starr Brown, organ 

  

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

(Arrows indicate when the congregation may sit ↓ or 
stand ↑ as able. Bold print are responses spoken by 
the congregation.) 

 
↑THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain 
of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light 
and our salvation. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight.  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered 
Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the 
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you 
claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of 
your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains 
life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new 
life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and 
renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and 
love.  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 
Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
↑HYMN      Let Justice Flow Like Streams          #717 
1 Let justice flow like streams 
 of sparkling water, pure, 
 enabling growth, refreshing life, 
 abundant, cleansing, sure. 
 

2 Let righteousness roll on 
 as others' cares we heed, 
 an ever-flowing stream of faith 
 translated into deed. 
 

3 So may God's plumb line, straight, 
 define our measure true, 
 and justice, right, and peace pervade 
 this world our whole life through. 
 

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926 
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press 

 

↑GREETING 
The joy of our Lord Jesus Christ, the compassion of 
God and the creative power of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you.      

↑CANTICLE OF PRAISE     Glory to God   p. 204 

Glory be to God in heaven;  
peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation,  
Father of surpassing worth: 
we exalt you, we adore you,  
we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you;  
here on earth our songs we raise. 
 

Glory be to Christ forever,  
Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior,  
you have come from heav’n above; 
on the cross you died to save us;  
now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; 
 in your promise firm we stand. 
 

Holy One we now acclaim you;  
Lord alone, to you we call; 
Holy One in faith we name you,  
God most high, yet near to all: 
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit,  
in the Father’s splendor bright. 
For the peace that we inherit,  
glory be to God on high! 
 

↑PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Holy God, you confound the world’s 
wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and 
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst 
for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, 
that in our words and deeds the world may see the 
life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 



☩ WORD ☩ 

↓ FIRST READING      Micah 6:1-8 
1Hear what the LORD says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let 
the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the  LORD, 
and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 
and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember now what King Balak of 
Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 

 Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

↓Psalm 15 (read responsively) 
1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is  

right, who speak the truth | from their heart;  
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no  

evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit  
upon a neighbor. 

4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they  
honor those who fear the LORD. They have  
sworn upon their health and do not take back  
their word. 

5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor  
do they take bribes against the innocent. Those  
who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  

 

 

 

↓SECOND READING                1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength. 
 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not 
many of you were wise by human standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
27But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, things that are not, to 
reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one 
might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for 
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it 
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord.” 

 Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

↑GOSPEL                                     Matthew 5:1-12 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th  
chapter.                 Glory to you, O Lord. 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 
mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 



righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 
mercy. 
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 
God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God. 
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 

↓SERMON  

↓CHOIR                Build Us Up, Lord 
Text and Music: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna,  

b. 1952 © 2003 Augsburg Fortress 

      
↑ APOSTLES’ CREED                                    page 105 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ 
Creed.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose  
 again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at  
 the right hand of the Father, and he will come  
 to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

(The congregation is encouraged to take the position which is 
most prayerful to you.)   

You may choose to sit or stand as you are 
comfortable.  

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of 
every size, teach us to boast only in the cross. Shape 
your church to be people of kindness, generosity, 
and justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

The foundations of the earth bear witness to your 
faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo with your 
holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us 
the error of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe 
to honor all you have made. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 

You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up 
honorable leaders who seek justice, love mercy, and 
pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, 
wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the work of 
peacemakers. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those 
who are regarded as foolish, weak, low, and 
despised; reveal your power and presence at work 
where it is least expected. Give your life, strength, 
and wisdom to all in need, especially Paul Koski, 
Joanne Robinson, Wes & Marla Anderson, Mike 
Bonifield, Anne Winberg, Elena Sweet, Tim Bangert, 
Constance & Stephen Mann, Barry Toomajian, David 
Johnson, Alan Petersen, Vincent Maloney, George 
Lyon, Annalise Simmons, Helen Pedersen, Ann 
Kenyon, Tricia, Pam Clisham, Deanna Madarasz, 
Craig Anderson, Pastor Craig, Marilyn, Michael 
Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and 
Sherri Scott, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your Word, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Temple Israel in Alameda, the Lutheran Church of 
Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran Ministry to 
Nursing Homes, our Sunday School, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We give thanks for the 
fullness of the life of Deborah Norboe as she 
celebrates her birthday this week. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

As with your people Israel, remind this congregation 
of your saving acts. Remind us how your faithfulness 
brought us through difficulties and sustained us 
despite our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the 
center of our life together. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 



A moment is offered for prayers from the congregation 

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time 
and place. Trusting you accompanied them in 
poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you 
abide with your people always. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, 
trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified. Amen. 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

↑SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING           
The offering baskets will not be passed through the 
congregation at this time. Please place your offering in 
the basket placed on the stand in the middle aisle of the 
sanctuary. 

 

↑ GREAT THANKSGIVING                            Page 206 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

↑PREFACE FOR THE DAY 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have 
opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision 
of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot 
see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
↑ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    Page 173 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, in the highest. 
Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Ho-sanna in the high-est. 
 

↑JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER     
 

↑LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 
 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

↓INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
↓DISTRIBUTION 
 
↓LAMB OF GOD                                             Page 174 
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

↑POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and give you peace.   
Amen. 
 
↑PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Holy One, we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. Amen. 

☩ SENDING ☩ 

↑BLESSING 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and 

breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and 
uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
 
 

↓ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
↑HYMN     To Be Your Presence      #546 vs. 1, 2 

1 To be your presence is our mission here, 
to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 
to be your heart of mercy ever near, 
alleluia! 
 

2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 



to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 
alleluia! 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939  Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 
 

↑DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 POSTLUDE              O Blessed Emmanuel 

J.S. Bach, 1685-1750. Arr. Van Denman Thompson, 1890-1969 
©1968 Lorenz Publishing Co. 

 
 

All music and liturgy used with permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Sundays and Seasons Subscription SB132990 and 

One License A-706480. All rights reserved. 
 
 


