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Happy June!  Happy Summer!  Happy Pentecost!

On June 9 we wrap up the season of Easter and celebrate the Day of Pentecost.  Pentecost is the day known as the “Church’s Birthday” because it was on this day in Acts that the Holy Spirit was poured out upon all the believers to go and fulfill Jesus’ command to “Go into all the world baptizing and teaching in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  It’s the day in which God’s Word got loose.

The following week, we celebrate another “birthday”:  The founding of Trinity 75 years ago.  Just as on the Day of Pentecost, God’s hand rested upon the people and sent them forth that day as proclaimers and doers of the Gospel – and we haven’t stopped.  Instead, we continue looking for what God is up to in the community around us and seek to be a part of it.

Birthdays are a wonderful time to ponder what’s next.  What’s next in God’s story here in Alameda?  What’s next in the life we have together?  What dreams are we dreaming?  What visions are we envisioning?  How can we help make God’s desire for us and our community a reality?  God isn’t done with us yet.  God still is at work in, with, and through us.  God still has more work for us to do.  I am excited to see what new adventures God has for us.

Blessings,

Pastor Stephanie



SUMMER SERMON SERIES

We’ve made it through the first year of the Narrative Lectionary.  The Narrative Lectionary is designed to be used through the academic year with time during the summer for a preaching series or two.  This year we will use a couple of resources based on Daniel Erlander’s books about Holy Communion and Baptism.  These resources are known for Erlander’s combination of his solid theological instruction and his own line drawings of what it means to be a member of this faith community we call the Church.  This will be a fascinating time of discovery and rediscovery of the sacraments that will lead to a congregation wide discussion about God’s Means of Grace.  Please be sure to join us!
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FAREWELL FOR JULIE

On Sunday, June 9, at the 10:30 worship service, we will celebrate Julie Haydon’s dedicated service to Trinity and bid her farewell.  Please join us at the service and the special coffee hour following the service to wish her Godspeed.  If you wish, you may bring a finger food or dessert to share at coffee hour.  The Fellowship Committee would also appreciate any help with clean-up.  Come show your appreciation for all that Julie has done with and among us over these past 9+ years.


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TRINITY’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY

Trinity will celebrate 75 years of ministry on Holy Trinity Sunday, June 16.  Please join us for a light luncheon following the 10:30 service to commemorate Trinity’s founding in 1944.  The meal will be provided, but clean up help is needed and greatly appreciated by the Fellowship Committee.  Also, we invite you to bring stories and photographs or other remembrances of Trinity that you may have to display that day.  (Please mark the back of items with your name if you wish to get them back.  You may take them home with you following the luncheon.)



MUSIC MINISTRY

Julie Haydon

Thank you to all of the singers and ringers for such a special day on Music Ministry Sunday.  It was a very moving worship service, and we enjoyed the chance to offer this special music together.  Special thanks to Susan Bell for helping us feel so festive with the beautiful flower boutonnieres and leis.  That was a very lovely surprise!
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(Continued on next page)

We also had a wonderful concert featuring our Joyful Noise! choirs on Sunday, May 5.  It was great to spend the afternoon celebrating the children and feeling the sense of community among participating families.

I am deeply grateful to all of you for the opportunity to have been a part of the Trinity family for so many years.  We have shared a lot of joys and sorrows, and we have continued rejoicing through them all.  I know that will continue to be the case in the years to come.  Candidates are already beginning to apply for the director position, and it is clear that many well-qualified musicians see what a wonderful place Trinity is to make music.  It will be wonderful to see how the next director builds on what we have started with Joyful Noise! and further expands this work in the community.

Reflecting on some of my favorite music from the past nine and a half years has given me a chance to feel a lot of gratitude for the many qualities that make Trinity such a special place:

· For me, the lyrics: “Let all who thirst, let them come to the water” perfectly captures Trinity’s mission to give back to the community and to welcome everyone.

· Last fall, the choir, Alameda Adaptive Arts, and Joyful Noise sang the words: “There’s a river flowing in my soul; and it’s telling me that I’m somebody” together.  I felt so proud that Trinity is an inclusive place where everyone is loved, accepted, and supported.

· Trinity has a lot of strong traditions.  Drawing on these brought rich meaning to classics such as Mozart’s Coronation Mass and Mendelssohn’s “There Shall a Star.”

· There is an incredible amount of talent in our congregation, and so many of you offer your musical gifts so freely, making our musical offerings with solos like “He Never Failed Me Yet,” “The Heavens are Telling,” “I Think I Heard Him Say,” and “Saw Ye My Savior” so moving.

· In the past two years, the bell choir has used many extended techniques to bring creativity to our music.  We’ve used mallets and special techniques like a “singing bell” to enhance our offerings.  I have always loved that Trinity is open to new ideas and have appreciated the singers and ringers putting their trust in me to lead them.

· Singing “How Firm a Foundation” at Pastor Dave’s memorial service affirmed that Trinity members lean hard on their strong faith and carry one another through the deep waters.  Our singers and ringers show such strong dedication as they manage to balance their commitment to our ministry in their busy lives.

· Singing “This is the Feast” from our current liturgy setting really captures the joy and the warmth of this congregation.  I have always loved looking around the sanctuary, seeing smiles, a few people dancing, and hearing the jingle of the tambourine.

· We have laughed a lot together over the years.  A few years ago, we sang the spiritual “Dem Bones” which calls for singers to play various percussion instruments.  We laughed a lot during rehearsal as we tried to time each sound to the related body part in the song.  Our singers managed to get every last sound in the right spot without taking themselves too seriously in the process.

· Finally, I will remember our recent Music Ministry Sunday when the choir sang the words:  “To marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, and make a joyful duty our song of praise” because to me, those words exemplify the purpose of our Music Ministry and the joy that it brings to those singing, ringing, and listening.

Thank you for all of these years we have shared together.  Keep in touch and sing on!
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Pastor Craig Minich

Pentecost Blessings are coming soon, as is the close of most school years!  May our youth find rejuvenation and new adventures this summer.  May God's graceful fire kindle our hearts for justice!

EBLYP Family Ministry - for EBLYP families and friends

On Saturday, May 18, we held our EBLYP Family Variety Show and Spaghetti Dinner at St. Paul Lutheran Church.  This was a fundraiser for our Senior High Youth Group's "Prayer and Service Immersion Summer Trip to NYC June 17-21."  Kylie and Kiki were our MC's organizing our 17 acts with jokes, videos, and skits in-between for this full house!  Pr. Stephanie led us off by singing a song accompanied by Gunther Hofmann.  We had a stand-up comedy act by graduating senior Johnathan, Olivia performed a song in sign language, Little Miss J did an interpretive dance, Maggie and her dad performed a special song for their mom & wife, respectively, Chase gave a speech about the ministry of the SPSYC (of which he serves as president), Kate and Emma did a messy skit, and Little Miss A told 'Dad Jokes' while sketching yours truly(!).  There were many other acts as well, in addition, to a delicious spaghetti dinner by Chef Mark Halmi!  It was a FUN night filled with laughter and even some talent!  Mark your calendars for next year.

We also encourage our families with youth ages 4–10 years to attend one of the B.A.S.E. Camps, Family FUN Weeks, or Vacation Bible Schools connected to EBLP this summer:

Swahili Kids Day Camp at Resurrection Lutheran in Oakland - day camps running each week all summer from June 10-August 16, 8:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  $90 for 5 days/week M-F for two each two week theme session.

Vacation Bible School at Faith Lutheran in Castro Valley (a new church with whom we are working), July 22-26 from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., M-F (led by Mt. Cross!).

B.A.S.E. Camp at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Oakland, July 29 - August 2 from 9:00 a.m.-noon, M-F.

Family Fun Week at Trinity-Alameda: Time and details to be determined.

G.E.T. (God's Elementary-people Together) - our upper elementary youth group

We pray for our young people attending Mt. Cross camp this summer and encourage families with youth ages 4–10 years to attend one of the B.A.S.E. Camps, Family FUN Weeks, and Vacation Bible Schools connected to EBLP this summer (see above).  G.E.T. together, G.E.T. excited, and G.E.T. connected with God!!!

MYLK (Middle Youth, Lutheran Kids) - our 6-8th grade youth ministry

Our EBLYP Confirmation Class met May 17-18 for our second sleepover.  We completed a lesson on Biblical literacy and Biblical pronunciation, and we looked at the first two books of the Hebrew scriptures (focusing on Creation stories).  We also explored Luther's explanation of the 10 Commandments from the Small Catechism and did "Emoji Theology," where the youth broke up into teams and translated the 10 Commandments into emoji.  It was fun and creative; and the very act of translating from one "language" to another helped the youth do deeper level learning about those foundational maxims of our faith.  It also helped them contextualize the Commandments into more modern and relevant-to-them terms.  After sleeping, we had a review session the next morning with Matt Werner, the self-named "breakfast dad," as we ate much appreciated bacon and eggs.  We finished our sleepover with a junior chaplaincy visit to Crown Bay Healthcare Center in Alameda with the help of Mary James (see her article on Page 6).  Our next Sleepover is May 31-June 1.  Read about it next month!

SUMMER CAMP:  We have 9 youth signed up, and we are all looking forward to “Adventures on the Coast” Middle School Confirmation Camp on June 23-28.  Please pray for our youth to have a transformative experience!

SNL (Sunday Night Live) - our 9th -through 12th grade youth ministry

Our Summer Trip 2019 to NYC is only a few weeks away!  Plane tickets have been purchased; we found $10 tickets to a Yankee’s game; we are working in small groups on our prayer services; and we are also planning service opportunities in the city.  We would like to ask your help: we are collecting prayers to take with us that 

[Continued on next page]

we will pray out loud each day.  The prayer themes are based around the following topics: Stories of Liberation and Justice, Stories of Immigration, Hospitality, and Welcome, Stories of God's Limitless Grace, and Stories of Lament and Forgiveness.  If you feel so moved to offer a prayer, we will include it!  Help us stay connected to our home churches as we help connect you to our NYC adventure!  Please contact me, Pr. Stephanie, Pr. Andreas, or any of our youth delegation with prayer offerings.

IMPORTANT: We are still raising funds!  Even though we have kept our expenses just under budget, we still have a ways to go.  Please see the flyer (below) describing our "Shareholder in NYC" program and prayerfully consider supporting us at one of three levels.  We appreciate every cent and prayer!

SUMMER CAMP: We have 3 SNL youth and 1 alumnus signed up to serve at Special Friends Camp, working with adults with mild to moderate developmental delays at Mt. Cross June 23-28.  Please pray for our young people giving of themselves in service.
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And lastly, an all-group announcement:  New EBLYP Logo Revealed!  

Here it is, hot off the proverbial presses:


May you be inspired during this Pentecost Season (remember, it's more than just one day)!  Have a great summer!
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$25 donation

Each shareholder will receive a picture
of our group texted each day to them

TWO SHARES

$50 donation

‘The shareholder will recelive the daily texts,
plus a hand-written postcard from NYC
with a story of something that moved their
sponsored participant on the trip.

BOARD
MEMBER

$100 donation

A Board Member will receive all the benefits
of a shareholder who owns multiple shares
plus a small souvenir from NYC or an EBLYP.
event T-shirt (donor's choice)

Bay
=

YOUTH PROGRAM

OUR MISSION

Prayer, Service, Experionce

While we are in NYC. we will lead
youth group-written prayer services at
at the Statue of Liberty and Ellis island
(stories of people of faith on the move),
the United Nations (stories of World
Peace), at the Stonewall Inn & Museum
of Jewish Heritage (storles of
overcoming/oppression), and at Grand
Central station (stories of the bigness,
depth, and interconnectedness of
God's love). We are also planning
service opportunities in the city, and
will take in other cultural and festive
activities while we are there.

TERMS

Your Support at Work

To keep it fair. all donors will be
assigned a participant from our
group so that our participants won't
compete with each other for donors.
Your shares are used to support the
entire cost of this trip, not a
particular participant's cost.




Delighted By Joy at Crown Bay Nursing Home
Mary James

Five of our charming youth from the EBLYP, Pastor Craig, and I visited Crown Bay Nursing Home on the morning of Saturday, May 18, this time with lively expectations of seeing God’s fingerprints there.

An early surprise for us was that we were there on “Nursing Home Week.”  Who knew?!

The youth who were able to come (straight from a faith building overnight event at St. Paul) included Amalie, Iris, Elsa, Lauren, and Charlie.
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We gathered together to explore thoughts and prayed for each other before starting our visits…which started off a little slowly this time and then built up.

One of our first visits was with a woman named Rita, who seemed at first reluctant to chat.  But then she surprised us with the news that she was 102 years old.  At that point we were so intrigued that we started to talk with her more and learned all kinds of bits and pieces of her life including the great support she receives from her son, Al, who was named after her loving husband Al.

As it turned out, Al later met us in the hall with concerns that we had flustered his mother with having too many people present.  When we showed him the group picture that we took with her (in which she seems quite delighted), he realized that our visit with her had been more upbeat than he realized.  We shared that photo with him, and let him know how very much she appreciates him.

We also visited with Eulodia, who was born in Chile and had moved back and forth from there and has several loving children living in the Bay area.

We had a rollicking great time with Roberta who was celebrating her birthday - don’t think we learned which one.  She was wonderfully spunky - a real live wire, who also managed to ask us some pointed faith related questions.  Unforgettable!

We were happy to meet again with Mary, who glows with a very vibrant faith and was reading in Hebrews when we arrived.  She’s the one that taught us additional verses to “This little light of mine” the last time we were there.

Since we had wonderful memories of Bruce from our previous visit, we looked him up.  He was delighted to see us.  We had heard him singing “This little light of mine” in the hall by himself after we had sung that with him on the last visit.

And we also met again with Mary, who had told us several times last time that she was 92 and that in her lifetime she had never seen God forsake the righteous.  Powerful message.  That was from Psalm 37, verse 25, which she had been reading on our prior visit
In our reflections afterwards, there were comments on how this visit, while it started out a bit coolly, warmed up quickly.  It was noted how the people we met were strong in reflecting their gratitude for their lives rather than expressing desires to be somewhere else, which we would have understood.
Wonderful reminders of God’s presence everywhere.  So fabulous that we are planning to go again on June 1.

MAY COUNCIL MEETING NOTES

Pastor Stephanie’s Report:

Conversations regarding the restructuring of committees and leadership continue.
Holy Week services together with Immanuel Lutheran were well attended.  The Maundy Thursday service and supper was at Immanuel.  About 10 members of Trinity were in attendance.  Palm Sunday and Easter services at Trinity were well attended and appreciated.  We had some visitors and family members of our congregation with us, but most significant was to see how much life is in our worship when the majority of our congregation attends on a single Sunday together.  While we make efforts of outreach into our community to bolster our membership, each of us should also be reaching out to those members we do not see in worship often.

Thanks to Julie’s efforts, the week after Easter services were also very well attended.  Julie scheduled a solo handbell player to join us for special music at the 10:30 service.  This “did the trick” to make sure people would come back.  However, we discovered this simply postponed our after Easter slump by a week.  As a council/congregation, let’s ponder how to make our worship attendance more consistent.

The theme of this year’s Synod Assembly was “We are Church Together Working in the Vineyards.”  Anita Burnaford and Elizabeth Madaras were Trinity’s voting members.  Nick Hayes and Chase Beardsley were voting members from the Synod Council, and Sophia Hofmann represented SPSYC – the Sierra Pacific Synod Youth Council.  We heard first-hand stories about the lives and challenges of migrant workers in our Synod.  We met together as representatives of our conference to discuss the challenges and vision we have for our congregations and the synod looking forward, and we began discussing what we are looking for in our next synodical Bishop.  We will elect a new bishop at the 2020 Assembly as Bishop Holmerud will complete his second 6-year term.  The Assembly adopted a 2020 - 21 budget which showed anticipated total revenue of $2,207,390 and expected expenses totaling $2,239,485.  Four resolutions were passed:  Resolution 2019-1 Regarding Sierra Pacific Synod Compensation Guidelines, Resolution 2019-2 Implementing Actions Regarding ‘Faith, Sexism, and Justice’, Resolution 2019-3 Resources For Implementing “Faith, Sexism, and Justice”, Resolution 2019-4 Regarding a Social Statement on Gender Identity and Gender Expression.  Joseph Paxton, Hope Lutheran, Fresno was elected as Synod Council Member at Large.  Pastor Ned O’Donnell was re-elected as our Bridges Conference Dean.  I was appointed to the Committee on Discipline.

I will be away May 30 – June 4.  Pastor Craig Minich has agreed to preach on June 2.  Pastor Lucy Kolin (Bridge Pastor – St. Paul’s) has agreed to be a pastor on call while I am away.

From June 17-21 I will join 10 of our EBLYP high school youth and 3 other adults for a trip of prayer to New York City.  We will be participating in original youth group-written prayer services at 4-5 iconic and meaningful sites in New York City, making connections to the stories of our faith and their relevance for us today.  Please pray for us.

Committee Reports:

EBLP:  Mike Luque presented the minutes from the EBLP annual meeting.  Copies of both Pastor Ned’s and Pastor Craig’s ministry reports are available.  Elizabeth Madaras was elected secretary of the EBLP.  Mike will remain Trinity’s representative to the EBLP.
Evangelism:  The committee updated and replenished the “Welcome Visitor” packets.

The was a discussion of alternatives to Sunday School during the summer.  One possibility would be to have a table for children to do activities/crafts during coffee hour.

Vacation Bible School plans and date are indefinite at present.
Music & Worship:  Julie has met with Pastor Stephanie and Anita Burnaford to suggest strategies for hiring a replacement for her position.  She frequently hires directors/teachers in her other job and has become familiar with the best places to list these kinds of positions, so as soon as the job description is finalized, she will help get it distributed to the right circles.

Julie is also compiling her notes for the next Director of Music Ministry.  The notes include logs of all the music that has been offered in the past 9 years, notes about how Joyful Noise! has run so far, past flyers, programs, and contact info for parents of Joyful Noise!, etc.

The bells are being sent off for refurbishing to Malmark (the manufacturer). They will be returned in mid-late July. We budgeted for this, though it will cost more than we anticipated.
Old/New Business:

The Alameda String Academy is amicably disbanding as a small business and will no longer be renting space from Trinity.  However, two of their teachers have expressed an interest in renting space from us to continue with their students.

Ken Gutleben and Ron Hans are willing to fill the 2 council seats opening up as Anita Burnaford and John Kofranek have reached their term limits.  Ray Wentz has agreed to fill the remaining one-year term of the seat vacated by Mark Schoenrock.  Chase Beardsley and Henry Mills are willing to serve another year as youth reps.  Mike Luque and Mary Kay Wentz are willing to remain on Council for another term, as their first term expires this year.

Pastor Stephanie and Anita Burnaford met with Julie, who had lots of suggestions for filling the Music Ministry director position.  Anita will review and revise job description, and Julie will post it in the groups to which she is connected.

A coffee hour luncheon will take place on June 16 (Holy Trinity Sunday) following the 10:30 worship service to commemorate Trinity’s 75th anniversary.  This will be a low-key but celebratory event.

In response to a growing need, Pastor Craig has secured a trained mental health professional to provide a mental health training session.  Trinity will host this event on June 8.  It is an 8-hour training.  The leader needs 8-14 people to commit to attending.  It will be publicized at all EBLP churches.

As of March 31, we have received donations totaling $18,215 to pay off last year’s roof project.  The remaining balance to be paid is: $5,826.33.

Mike Luque is working on upgrading the sound system in the fellowship hall.  Pastor Stephanie is looking into acoustic panels that drop from the ceiling rather than ones that are placed on the walls.

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THANK YOU FROM MARY JAMES

Many thanks for the very lovely lei that you all gave me on Sunday, May 19, as we celebrated my Sunday School Ministry.  I had much fun with that lei, using it as an excuse to go out to dinner at Speisekammer that evening with my son and his wife.  The waiter asked if I was just back from Hawaii, and then he learned about my Sunday School delights.

I took the lei on the plane with me to LA the following Thursday, and on Friday afternoon, I went on a birthday sunset hike to Look Out Point at my grandparents’ property in Calabasas and left it at that high point.
We share many reasons to celebrate, and I do thank you for this one.
Hugs and blessings, Mary James 

FOOD BANK SUNDAY

Remember Food Bank Sunday on June 9.  There is a barrel in the fellowship hall or narthex in which to put your non-perishable food donations.  (Please – no expired food or dented cans.)  Your continued support of the Alameda Food Bank is appreciated.

SECOND MILE GIVING FOR JUNE

Lutheran Office of Public Policy (LOPP) - California

LOPP is a ministry of public policy education and advocacy on matters of hunger and economic justice, the health and integrity of God’s creation, and human rights and human dignity.  It serves the California expressions of the ELCA as they seek to express God’s love and care for our neighbors – especially the “least of these” – who experience poverty, deprivation, and discrimination.  Priorities for LOPP are determined by a Policy Council appointed by the ELCA bishops in California.  Issue areas and specific positions on public policy choices must be within the framework and direction of ELCA social statements.

Funding for LOPP - CALIFORNIA comes from ELCA World Hunger Funds, the three synods that cover California, Women of the ELCA (Southwest California Synod), and congregational and individual donations.  Contributions to ELCA World Hunger and Sierra Pacific Synod Second Mile Giving are critical to the mission of speaking with a compassionate, reasoned, constructive, and experienced voice in the public arena; of enabling a ministry in the state capital of hospitality, accompaniment, and solidarity with those who are struggling to meet basic survival needs; and of supporting the caring voices of Lutherans statewide.
Please keep LOPP in your prayers this month and consider an additional offering toward their ministries.


JUNE BIRTHDAYS

June 6
Geoff Kline
June 17
Chuck Bangert

June 18
Ted Rodriguez

June 20
Saemi Ladue

June 24
Shawn Alexander

June 27
Maya Post

June 28
Mike Lamb

June 30
Alice Chalip


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